244                      THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
test case of Habib Motan and the Government, underlying which is,
in the words of His Excellency, the problem of self-preservation, and
the second, the prominence into which the question came owing to the
outbreak of bubonic plague.
To take the second incident first, my Association ventures to submit
that it has been shown most conclusively that the Indians residing in the
Location were in no way responsible for the outbreak. My Association
would gladly have refrained from making any remarks in the matter,
but as it is responsible for the statements supplied in this instance to Sir
Mancherjee Bhownaggree, and as his information has been controverted
by His Excellency, a brief explanation has become necessary in justice to
my Association
It will be recollected that the plague was officially declared as having
broken out on the 18th March last. The Location was expropriated by
the Johannesburg Town Council on the 26th September last year. Before
that date, each owner of the Stands in the Location was held responsible
for a proper sanitary upkeep thereof. The owners, therefore, employed
men in order to keep the Stands in a clean condition, and up to that date,
no epidemic was known to have arisen in the Location, and the Indian
community had remained particularly free from infectious or contagious
diseases. The sanitary control, from the 26th September, 1903, passed
into the hands of the Town Council. The owners were not allowed to
have any say either as to the manner in which the Stands were kept or as
to tenants that were received. Instead of one man or men to clean each
Stand, there were a few men employed by the Municipality to look after
the whole area. The result was that they were totally unable to cope
with the work. The population, too, went up considerably, as, regardless
of the accommodation in the Location, the Town Council accepted tenants.
Complaints were frequently made about this unsatisfactory state of things,
but nothing was done. The following letter was written to Dr. Porter,
giving the necessary warning:
21 to 24 COURT CHAMBERS,
15th February, 1904
To
DR. C. PORTER
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
JOHANNESBURG
BEAR DR. PORTER,
I am extremely obliged to you for having paid a visit last Saturday to the
Indian Location, and for the interest you are taking in the proper sanitation
of the site. The more I think of it, the uglier the situation appears to me, and
I think that if the Town Council takes up a position of non possumus, it will
be an abdication of its function, and I do respectfully say that nothing can justify
the Public Health Committee in saying that neither overcrowding nor insani-
tation could be helped. I feel convinced that every minute wasted over the
matter merely hastens a calamity for Johannesburg and that through absolutely
no fault of the British Indians, Why, of all places in Johannesburg, the Indian